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Seminar Friday 04.10.19 at 15.00-16.00, DTU Byg, building 118, room 003 

 

Designing for the Circular Economy 

By Professor Martin Charter 

Director, The Centre for Sustainable Design ® and Senior Associate, Business School for the 

Creative Industries, University for the Creative Arts and Chairman, Board of Trustees, Farnham 

Repair Café 
“‘Designing for the Circular Economy’ is about maximising the value in products, components and 

material in economic and social systems for as long as possible, reframing thinking away from waste 

to value creation. ‘Designing for the Circular Economy’ will uncover countless opportunities for in-

novation, product/services development and new business models” 

Professor Martin Charter will introduce the concept of the Circular Economy focused on ‘closing mate-

rial loops’ through better design and highlight the need to move away from the current unsustainable 

linear industrial model which is based on ‘taking, making and wasting’. An overview of global trends 

and issues related to Circular Economy and the impact of products will be given, reinforced by a series 

of examples of company approaches and products. In addition, two case studies will be presented: Cir-

cularOcean (an EC funded project focused on converting waste fishing nets into products); and Repair 

Cafés (community workshops facilitating repair). This will be followed by discussion and an oppor-

tunity to ask questions. 

Professor Charter will also introduce his new book, Designing for the Circular Economy, which de-

scribes a world in which reuse through repair, reconditioning and refurbishment is the prevailing social 

and economic model. The business opportunities are huge but developing product/service offerings and 

achieving competitive advantage means rethinking your business model from early creativity and design 

processes, through marketing and communication to pricing and supply. Designing for the Circular 

Economy highlights and explores ‘state of the art’ research and industrial practice, highlighting Circular 

Economy (CE) as a source of: new business opportunities; radical business change; disruptive innova-

tion; social change; and new consumer attitudes.  Designing for the Circular Economy includes thirty-

four chapters provide a comprehensive overview of issues related to product circularity from policy 

through to design and development. Chapters are designed to be easy to digest and include numerous 

examples. An important feature of the book is the case studies section that covers a diverse range of 

topics related to CE, business models and design and development in sectors ranging from construction 

to retail, clothing, technology and manufacturing. 

Registration 

The event is free of charge but please email Lisbeth M. Ottosen (lo@byg.dtu.dk) to register.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/martin-charter-frsa-6289097
https://www.cfsd.org.uk/
http://www.uca.ac.uk/business-school
http://www.uca.ac.uk/business-school
http://www.uca.ac.uk/
https://cfsd.org.uk/events/farnham_repair_cafe/
https://cfsd.org.uk/events/farnham_repair_cafe/
https://www.cfsd.org.uk/projects/circular-ocean
https://www.cfsd.org.uk/projects/circular-ocean
http://peerproduction.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/jopp_issue12_charter.pdf
http://peerproduction.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/jopp_issue12_charter.pdf
https://www.routledge.com/Designing-for-the-Circular-Economy/Charter/p/book/9781138081017?utm_source=publicity&utm_medium=wire&utm_campaign=B180800659
https://www.routledge.com/Designing-for-the-Circular-Economy/Charter/p/book/9781138081017?utm_source=publicity&utm_medium=wire&utm_campaign=B180800659
https://www.routledge.com/Designing-for-the-Circular-Economy/Charter/p/book/9781138081017?utm_source=publicity&utm_medium=wire&utm_campaign=B180800659
https://www.routledge.com/Designing-for-the-Circular-Economy/Charter/p/book/9781138081017?utm_source=publicity&utm_medium=wire&utm_campaign=B180800659
mailto:lo@byg.dtu.dk

